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Abstract: There is a new global demographic pattern (reverse change), in which many coun-
tries around the world will suffer from a demographic reality similar to that of Europe or per-
haps worse than it, which will become a future global challenge and will have decisive strategic 
implications that are related to issues of migration, aging and demographic dividend, not to 
mention demographic data religious. Accordingly, in our article we will shed light on several 
strategic issues related to the impact of the new global demographic pattern on the future of 
Europe. Especially in light of the dependence of many European countries mainly on increa-
sing the number of immigrants from developing countries in order to address the demographic 
dilemma, at a time when those countries will suffer with the same demographic problem in the 
future. Inevitably, this reality will raise serious questions about the available European options 
and alternatives to confront these changes and challenges, especially at the level of the dialecti-
cal relationship between demographic growth, the welfare state, sustainable development, and 
the problematics of terrorism.
Keywords: Europe, Demography, Aging, Africa, Religion, Security, Immigration, politics.

O mundo é demograficamente semellante a Europa: problemas e desafíos
Resumo: Existe un novo patrón demográfico global (cambio inverso), no que moitos países do 
mundo sufrirán unha realidade demográfica similar á de Europa ou quizais peor. Este patrón 
demográfico converterase nun reto global de futuro e terá implicacións estratéxicas decisivas 
que estarán relacionados con temas como as migracións, o avellentamento e o dividendo de-
mográfico, sen esquecer os datos demográficos relixiosos. En consecuencia, co noso artigo 
trataremos de aportar luz sobre varias cuestións estratéxicas relacionadas co impacto do novo 
patrón demográfico global no futuro de Europa. Sobre todo tendo en conta a dependencia de 
moitos países europeos do aumento do número de inmigrantes procedentes de países en vías de 
desenvolvemento para afrontar o dilema demográfico, nun momento no que eses países sufri-
rán o mesmo problema demográfico. Inevitablemente, esta realidade suscitará serias preguntas 
sobre as opcións e alternativas europeas dispoñibles para afrontar estes cambios e desafíos, en 
particular a respecto da relación entre o crecemento demográfico, o estado do benestar, o des-
envolvemento sostible e a problemática do terrorismo.
Palabras clave: Europa, Demografía, Avellentamento, África, Relixión, Seguridade, Inmigra-
ción, política.
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El mundo es demográficamente semejante a Europa: problemas y desafíos
Resumen: Existe un nuevo patrón demográfico global (cambio inverso), en el que muchos paí-
ses de todo el mundo sufrirán una realidad demográfica similar a la de Europa o quizás peor que 
ella, lo que se convertirá en un futuro reto global y tendrá implicaciones estratégicas decisivas 
que están relacionadas con cuestiones de migración, envejecimiento y dividendo demográfico, 
por no hablar de los datos demográficos religiosos. En consecuencia, en nuestro artículo arro-
jaremos luz sobre varias cuestiones estratégicas relacionadas con el impacto del nuevo patrón 
demográfico mundial sobre el futuro de Europa. Especialmente a la luz de la dependencia de 
muchos países europeos principalmente del aumento del número de inmigrantes procedentes 
de países en vías de desarrollo para hacer frente al dilema demográfico, en un momento en el 
que esos países sufrirán con el mismo problema demográfico en el futuro. Inevitablemente, esta 
realidad planteará serios interrogantes sobre las opciones y alternativas europeas disponibles 
para afrontar estos cambios y desafíos, especialmente a nivel de la relación dialéctica entre el 
crecimiento demográfico, el estado de bienestar, el desarrollo sostenible y la problemática del 
terrorismo.
Palabras clave: Europa, Demografía, Envejecimiento, África, Religión, Seguridad, Inmigra-
ción, política.

1.  Introduction 

According to the data and statistics of many global reports, there are new global demo-
graphic patterns, based on the fact that the fertility decline, aging rate rises, will not only be 
monopolized in Europe, but will also include all parts of the world, which may be more severe 
than in Europe (NIA,2021, Dramani,2022). 

Therefore, in line with current and projected future demographic patterns, and in the 
context of stressing the global nature of changes in demographics, immigration and demogra-
phic dividend, not to mention religious demographic growth that affect European countries 
and developing countries alike (DESA, 2021;Cilluffo & Ruiz,2019), it is necessary to ask many 
crucial and fateful questions, that revolve around: 

 » How can Europe rely solely on a vision or policies based on increasing the number of 
immigrants from developing countries at a time when those countries will suffer from 
the same demographic problem in the future?

 » To what extent can European countries adopt strategies capable of confronting the eco-
nomic, cultural and political impacts of all these profound global demographic shifts 
and challenges?(Snel & Cremer,2020; Formosa ,2019).

2.  European Demographic Momentum 

In effect, the momentum for population growth in Europe has flipped from positive to 
negative, and the trend could strongly influence population numbers throughout the coming 
decades. During the 21st century, the European Union has entered the stage of very slow demo-
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graphic growth, not to mention the increase in the rate of aging(Walker,2019). It is clear that 
population growth in Europe has reached a fateful turning point at all levels, including labor, 
markets, family structures,intergenerational relations, and military service(Herrmann,2022).

 Where, in the coming decades, many countries in Europe are likely to face financial, 
political, and security pressures related to health care systems and policies, pensions, and social 
protection for an increasing number of older people(Rabadi,2023). Not to mention the real risks 
associated with securing human resources in the military sectors.So, logically the prospects and 
consequences of the future demographic situation are widely discussed across Europe(Ertürk. 
& Karaçizmeli,2022).

2.1. Demographic Extremism
There are 3 major trends to shape Europe’s population: longevity, a declining number 

of children and increasing numbers of migrants. Hence, Europe combines demographic “ex-
tremes”: Many parts of Europe experience the lowest fertility ever recorded in human his-
tory, at the same time, many European Union countries have the highest life expectancy in the 
world(Eurostat,2023). 

For example, life expectancy at birth in Spain, Switzerland and Germany is 83 years, 
Britain, Austria and Norway 81 years, Sweden and Italy 82 years, Denmark & Belgium 80 
years, Ukraine 73 years, Bulgaria 74 years, Poland 77 years (Eurostat, 2021;DG ECFIN,2018; 
Eurostat,2023a). As a result of all this data, Europe’s population is aging: In 2022, older people 
(aged 65 or over) had a 21.1 % share (more of 0.3 percentage points (pp) compared with the 
previous year and an increase of 3.1pp compared with 10 years earlier), not to mention the age 
group 0-15 is already shrinking(Eurostat,2023b).

Accordingly, population aging is poised to become one of the most significant social 
transformations in Europe which will have strategic implications in the future, with implica-
tions for nearly all sectors of society(Rabadi,2022; Ertürk,et al.,2022a ). Subsequently, Euro-
pe faces declining working age populations and the prospect of declining native labor forces. 
These changes will affect the future of the EU, and lead to a number of challenges, which are 
likely to be of major significance in the coming decades, which can be formulated through the 
following questions: 

 » 1. How to encourage sustainable economic growth during a period when the number and 
proportion of working-age people will decline?

 » 2. How to safeguard social welfare model with increasing rate of aging?
 » 3. How to deal with pace of population growth, where probably, momentum of demo-
graphic decline will remain constant, even if a new generation of women has a higher 
fertility rate than their mothers do?(Bricker & Ibbitson,2019;Münz,2007).

2.2. Key Data
In 2020, the population of the European Union with 27 Member States was estimated 

at 447.7 million, down by 12.8% as compared with 513.5 million in 28 Member States in 2019, 
most certainly this decrease was a result of the UK’s withdrawal. Also, the populace of the EU 
changed into anticipated at nearly 513 million in 2019, in comparison with 512 million in 2018. 
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But, in general, the total population change was positive, as the population increased by 0.9 
million people during 2019, as a result of the net migration rate(Eurostat,2020). 

But after interruption of population growth(2020- 2021) due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the population of the European Union at 27 countries increased again in 2022, from 446.7 
million in 2022 to 448.4 million in 2023. Where growth is largely attributed to the increase in 
migratory movements post-Covid-19 and to the mass influx of displaced persons from Ukraine 
in 2022(Eurostat.2023c). 

Germany is the maximum populated EU Member State with 83 million citizens (or 16%) of 
the overall EU populace (DG ECFIN,2018a). France with 64 million(13.1%), Italy with 60.4 mi-
llion (11.8%), Spain with 46.9 million(9%) and Poland with 38 million ”7.4%”(Eurostat.2023d). 
Overall, 16 EU Member States at the moment are projected to have better fertility rates in 
2060(Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs(Eurostat,2019).

However, fertility rates in almost all countries are expected to remain below the natural 
replacement rate of 2.1 with inside the duration to 2070. Here at the methodological level we 
must be careful when we want to read projections associated with increasing the fertility rate, 
because migration from Eastern Europe is responsible for part of the increase of fertility across 
Europe, not as result of rate of increased fertility to original Europeans(Eurostat,2023e). 

In this context, low fertility and increasing life expectancy both, during the last decades, 
reversed the age structure in Europe, leading to a shrinking number of younger people, to an 
aging and eventually shrinking work force. Hence, such an age structure can not be defined as 
a “Pyramid” because the gravity has shifted from the younger to the older people. This trend 
generally is called demographic getting older”Demographic Aging”(Eatock, et al.,2019; Euros-
tat,2017). 

But opposite to many predictions of demographic decline, there are those who believe 
and predict a different future at the European demographic level. Based on the following idea: 
A population decline in Europe isn’t assured, but the decline in the number of future parents is 
a reality which could set in movement a drop in population. That is going to push the population 
toward decline(Cristea, et al.,2020). Here the following future problematic must be raised:

 Will Europe eventually enter an era of inevitable demographic decline? Or 
will policies to increase the rate of immigration to Europe have positive results 
in this regard?

There are some opinions and theories based on the idea that European population won’t 
decline if migration is high enough to offset this population momentum. It should be noted that 
while declining fertility and growing longevity are the key drivers of population aging, migra-
tion has additionally contributed to converting or changing population age structures(Marois,et 
al.,2020 ).

Where, in countries with more frequent flows of international migration, immigration in 
this case can therefore slow down the aging process somewhat (at least temporarily), because 
migrants in general tend to be of young working age. However, those immigrants who remain 
in the country will eventually age. In general, it seems that the issue of immigration will remain 
one of the most controversial topics, whether at the economic or political level in Europe(DG 
ECFIN,2018b).
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2.3. Low Fertility and Global Demographic Pattern
At the global level, projections indicate the possibility of the EU’s population rising to 

528.5 million in 2040, before declining to 520 million in 2070 (UNFPA ,2023). In this context, 
the share of the current EU Member States in the world population fell from 13.5% in 1960 to 
6.9% in 2015. The EU’s share of the total world population is therefore forecast to shrink to 
4.5% in 2070(Eurostat,2019a). 

Looking at the age structure, it can be seen that in comparison to other large coun-
tries, the EU had the second highest old-age dependency ratio in 2015(29.2%), after Japan 
(42.7%). This ratio is forecast to rise in the EU by 25%. By 2070, reaching54.2%-still second-
highest ratio amongst large countries(Eurostat,2021a). Hence, by 2100, the share of working-
age people in the EU’s total population is projected to decrease from 65% in 2018 to 55% in 
2100(Eurostat,2019b). 

The only large countries forecast to see a larger rise in the very old-age dependen-
cy ratio between 2015-2070 than that in the EU are Japan and China(DG ECFIN,2018c; DG 
ECFIN,2018d). To sum up, the overall picture is clear, Europe’s demographic situation is cha-
racterized by low fertility, an increasing life expectancy, and projected shrinking of native 
populations in the decades to come. 

According to population projections published by EU, total population in EU27 will 
continue to increase until 2025 at a reduced pace. Also, it expects a subsequent decline to 472 
million in 2050, with all new and many old the EU member states facing a marked decrease of 
native populations(DG ECFIN,2018e). 

In the global context, the world population share of EU Member States declined, and 
will continue to decline in the future. Data shows that the world population share of EU Member 
States declined from 13.5% in 1960 to 6.9% in 2015. The share of the EU is projected to drop to 
4.5% by 2070, despite the projected net migration inflows (PRB  .(2019,

Moreover, by examining the demographic details across the globe, we can truly know 
that there is a new global demographic pattern (Reverse change), Will affect all countries of 
the world, and it will have very serious implications for the future of the European continent.
Where statistical analyzes show that the worldwide population explosion of the 20th cen-
tury has turned into the population implosion of the 21st century, and worldwide fertility is 
falling(Marx,2015).

Hence, the world is like Europe, where low fertility will not only be on the European 
continent, but will also generally encompass all around the world( Herrmann,2022). 

Where, the global fertility rate, which fell from 3.2 in 1990 to 2.5 in 2019, is projected 
to decline further to 2.2 in 2050. In 2019, fertility rates were still above the normal replacement 
rate (2.1 births per woman, on average, over a lifetime) in Africa: sub-Saharan(4.6), Northern 
Africa and Western Asia(2.9). Also, in Central and Southern Asia(2.4), and Oceania region 
excluding Australia/New Zealand:3.4 (DESA,2019).

In this context, the UN reports expect the global population growth to slow significantly. 
The period of rapid growth occurred during the years from 1975 to 2011, taking only 12 years 
to grow by a billion. Currently, the world has passed this peak growth rate, and thus the period 
between each billion is expected to continue to rise. As it is expected that this process, in order 
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to reach eight billion people in 2024, will require approximately 13 years; On the other hand, 
in order to reach 9 billion in the year 2038, it is expected that another 14 years will be required. 
Also, in order to reach 10 billion in the year 2056; expected to take over 18 years(Roser, et 
al.,2019; UNFPA,2023).

3.  Adverse Global Changes

There are reverse demographic shifts, as the trend that is expected to control demo-
graphic changes in the future is based on population growth which is generally slowing in all 
cultures worldwide. 

3.1. Catch Up With Europe 
In order to compensate for the demographic shortfall, procreation rates must match the 

replacement rates. In this context, Europe has serious demographic problematics as a result of 
the population number remaining constant. No European country might currently have a fer-
tility rate equal to its replacement rate, but many other countries are starting to catch up with 
Europe. According to UN projection, now country after country is moving into a world in which 
the population is stagnant because of low fertility (Desjardins,2021; PRB,2019a ). 

For example, the populations of Turkey and Central Asia are much younger, but in co-
ming decades they may age even faster than European countries did in previous decades. In-
deed, in more than half the countries in Central Asia the population is already shrinking (RFE/
RL’s,2021; Bussolo, et al.,2015). 

Therefore, fertility rate in developing countries is expected to decline from 2.7 to 2.2 by 
2050(ILO,2013;DESA,2015). 

It is also expected that the total population of 38 countries in 2050 will be less than it was 
in 2018. It is expected that China will record the largest (numerical) decrease in the population 
of nearly 50 million people, followed by Japan with nearly 25 million, And then Russia, with 
nearly 9.4 million. In this context, Romania will witness the largest decline in population, by 
23% (Bricker & Ibbitson,2019a; Vollset, et al.,2020 ).

The largest gathering of populations (below replacement level) is in East Asia, also the 
largest demographic communities (below replacement level) in China. The global decline in 
fertility will also be accompanied by a decline in the proportion of young people in most cou-
ntries of the world. The world youth population (ages 15 to 24) is projected to rise to 1.4 billion 
in 2050(UNDP,2014). 

But the youth share of world population will fall to 14% from 16%, with the largest drop 
in East Asia and the Pacific (from 17.3% in 2010 to 10.7% in 2050). And the regions with the hig-
hest shares of young people in their population are Sub-Saharan Africa (20.2%). Also, the share 
of young people in the total population is expected to fall in most regions by 2050(UNDP,2018; 
Herrmann,2022). 

This future reality will require assuming great political and economic responsibilities, 
governments in those regions, in cooperation with the international community, must work to 
seriously confront these challenges. This is in order to ensure the provision of job opportunities 

The World Demographically Is Similar To Europe: Problematic and Challenges / Salam AL Rabadi



Tempo Exterior nº 47 (terceira etapa) xullo-decembro 2023 121

for young people,otherwise increased unemployment will lead to facing social and political 
unrest that will have an impact beyond the political reality within those areas(Rabadi,2022a).

3.2. The Dramatic Shift in the Demographic Balance
There is a dramatic shift in the demographic balance between the more developed and 

less developed countries, where growth is expected to occur over the next 40 years in develo-
ping countries, and half of the increase will be produced between 2015 and 2050(DESA,2019a). 
Different demographic changes have also taken place in a remarkable speed. For example, only 
few experts had questioned the idea of   China’s population superiority over the next decades, 
but current statistics confirm the end of China’s demographic dominance, for India to become 
the largest country in terms of population over the next decade(Chaurasia,2019;DESA,2019b). 

Projections from the United Nations indicate that by 2024, India will overtake China to 
become the world’s most populous country. Keeping in mind, expectations are always associa-
ted with a degree of uncertainty and this means that there is a margin of variance and therefore 
may be a few years ago or after. In this context, these changes will certainly bring many future 
demographic dilemmas to India(Eggleston,2017). 

And if current global demographic trends continue until 2050, it will lead to overpopu-
lation and urban overcrowding, and most of this growth will occur in developing countries (It’s 
estimated that three countries will combine for 35% of all urban population growth India17%, 
China 10%. And Nigeria 8%). This means that poor countries will have to build the equivalent 
of a new city containing more than one million people every week over the next 40 years (Des-
jardins,2019). 

This reality will have implications on the potential opportunities of designing, building, 
operating and maintaining these new cities in a better way(Ross .2019); a major controversial 
global challenge and risk at the levels of: 

 » 1. Challenges of global food security. If there is no surge in urban agriculture, every 
rural woman will have to shift from providing food for herself and one of the urban dwe-
llers (as today) to providing food for herself and two by 2050. Knowing that most of the 
world’s agricultural workers are women (UNFPA,2019; FAO,2018).

 » 2. Dialectic future relationship between demographic growth and climate change which 
the European continent gives the greatest attention to. For example, in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, the population is likely to double by 2060, to around 2.2 billion people. With sta-
lled social development and a lack of expansion of schooling, this could even rise to 2.7 
billion. This in turn would lead to widespread poverty and high vulnerability to climate 
change with serious implications for potential emigration(Lutz,et al.,2018; Moran, 2017).

4.  Age Structure and Demographic Dividend 

Several countries around the world will suffer from reality similar to Euro-
pe or perhaps even worse in terms of rising aging rate which will become a future global 
challenge(Rabadi,2023a). In this context, in 2020, there were 727 million people aged 65 or over 
in the world, and over the next three decades the number is expected to double to more than 
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1.5 billion (in 2050). Where all countries and continents will witness an increase in the rate of 
aging, and thus the proportion will rise from 9.3% in 2020 to approximately 16% in 2050(Jing, 
et al.,2019; DESA ,2020; DESA,2015a). 

4.1. Problematic of Demographic Dividend
The age structure will change drastically at accelerated rates and will have critical stra-

tegic implications, including the problematics associated with The Demographic Dividend. 
Which means that the economic growth that may result from changes to a country’s age struc-
ture. This means that the workforce will grow faster than the number of people who depend on 
it, creating and opening ample window for the possibility of faster economic growth, and the 
resulting higher family welfare(Bacci,2017). 

For example, one of the dilemmas which China will face in the future is the rapid transi-
tion from being a young country to an aging country. This means that China is might be aging 
before becoming a rich country(Jing, et al.,2019a). A commonly used indicator for the speed of 
population aging is the number of years for a country’s population aged 65 and over to double 
from 7% of the total population to 14%. In this context,the often took France as a model that 
can be measured against, that it took 115 years for its share of older population to achieve this 
doubling (Ogawa,2021). 

Also, the important examples that can be mentioned, that many European countries 
have needed or waited nearly half a century or more to achieve this doubling. For example, it 
took Sweden 85 years. In North America, specifically in the United States, that doubling took 
about 70 years. And in Australia, doubling took about 73 years(Kiss, et al.,2020). On the other 
hand, it seems that Japan was the exception among the more developed countries, it took Japan 
only 25 years (1970 to 1995) to have its older population double from 7% to 14% of its total 
population(Sokolovsky,2020).

Thus, it can be said, while most of the more developed countries have already completed 
this doubling, developing countries (especially those in Latin America and Asia) have started 
to march in this direction, but appear to be moving much faster more than the developed cou-
ntries used to do(Berganza, et al.,2020). It has become very clear that aging is progressing 
faster still in developing countries(He, et al.,2016; Dossa, et al.,2017). For example, in 8 of 
developing countries, the share of the elderly population is projected to reach 14% in 30 years 
or less: Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, China, India, Indonesia, Turkey and Thailand(UNDP,2013; 
UNDP, 2018a).

 Consequently, the fact that this doubling may take only two decades in many Asian 
and Latin American countries will raise serious and strategic concerns regarding how these 
countries will prepare to deal with the spread of the phenomenon of aging in society at a tre-
mendous speed, not to mention the problematic of how to face the challenges resulting from 
it(Chen,2016;DoD,2016). 

4.2. Strategic Questions 
There are strategic and very important implications for everything related to population 

aging rates, as most developing countries are still poor despite the demographic transition. Con-
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sequently, many of these countries will struggle to try to meet the growing needs of the older 
population. Many developing countries have only a brief window of opportunity to reap the full 
benefits of the demographic dividend of a larger working-age population(Rahman, et al.,2021). 

Therefore, this reality emphasizes the importance of creating an enabling political en-
vironment in order to benefit from the demographic dividend. This requires finding strategies 
based on policies and programs that guide the path of demographic transition in developing 
countries(Dramani, et al.,2023). 

For example, many countries (especially sub-Saharan Africa) are trying to focus on in-
creasing job opportunities, reducing unemployment, or securing a productive job market, but 
all these efforts remain incomplete unless they are accompanied by real and effective inves-
tments on the levels: governance, education, health and women’s empowerment(Cardona, et 
al.,2020). Accordingly, and under the indicators confirming the unprecedented increase in the 
rate of aging, there are many strategic questions related to the following: 

 » 1. To what extent can develop  countries benefit (to the maximum extent possible) of the 
demographic dividend while increasing population and aging growth(ADB,2019)? 

 » 2. What is the impact of the new demographic pattern (global aging) on   the future of 
Europe?

Consequently, if the actual necessary investments are not made(in terms of education, 
health and employment..etc.) in order to enhance potential economic opportunities and reap 
demographic dividends (Sewamala ,2015). 

This rapid demographic growth at the level of aging could have serious negative effects on 
all levels, whether on developing countries or on European countries in particular(ILO,2019). 
In this context, it should be taken into account that there is a significant impact of demographic 
pressures related to high fertility rates or the rapid increase in the growth of aging phenomenon 
in developing countries on the level of terms of high social demand, unemployment, persistent 
poverty, political instability and cultural and religious tensions(PRB,2017). 

In light of the above, it becomes strategically important to ask about  the repercussions 
of this unstable social and economic and cultural situation in developing countries with explo-
sive demographic growth (especially in Africa) on European security(Traore,2019;Wolff,2021). 
Thus,we must analyze the mechanism of the interrelationship between social, economic and 
cultural factors(including religious demographic growth) in a multidimensional approach. 

5.  Religious Demography And Geo-Cultural Dimensions 

The importance of approaching the future dimensions of religious demographic trends 
stems from the increasingly entrenched belief that the twentieth century was the century of 
secularism, and that the twenty-first century will be marked by a return to religion. As the re-
ligious composition of the population will remain one of the most important factors affecting 
the cultural homogeneity and political cohesion of societies(Grim ,2018; Ward,2019). As the 
increasing religious diversity within countries may lead to the formation of more divided and 
less stable societies, not to mention the weakening of the collective national identity bond..
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etc. Based on this, it can be said that the effects of religious demographic changes will inevi-
tably have an important role and influence in shaping and determining the future of Europe in 
particular(GRF,2022). 

5.1. Religious Revolution and African Demographic Growth
Given significance for the European future, the demographic reality and its religious 

implications in the African continent should be addressed, as it is expected that Africa’s popu-
lation will increase significantly(Roser, et al.,2019a ). Africa will more than double by 2050 and 
account for 58% of the global population increase. Furthermore, the rate of population growth 
remains high in the group of 47 countries designated by the UN least developed, including 32 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa (DESA,2019c).

So, where, as is population growth rate in Africa will be about 10 times higher than 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as 15 times higher than the growth rate in Asia. 
Where, the overall share of Asia is expected to decline although it will remain largely the most 
populous continent with49.1% of the world population in 2070 (The decline is particularly evi-
dent for China, whose world population share is projected to fall from 18.9% to 11.4% between 
2015 and 2070). Currently, Asia has a population of about 4.6 billion, and by 2050 it is expected 
that this number will increase to 5.3 billion. However, it is expected to decline thereafter, in the 
latter half of this century(DG ECFIN,2018f). 

And also for example, in 2050 Nigeria is likely to take the place of the US as the third-
larges country in the world in terms of population, which will have very significant security 
and political implications in societies of multicultural, racial or religious diversity. So, it must 
be taken into account that this future Nigerian demographic reality has very important strategic 
implications. Where Nigeria is the strategic depth of Africa, as it contains nearly 20% of the 
population of Africa (sub-Saharan), not to mention being the largest producer of oil and natural 
gas on the continent, in addition to having the largest economy in Africa(Campbell & Page, 
2018).

However, Nigeria still suffers from problems that prevent it from achieving its global 
status and influence that matches its actual potential. One of those problematics, for example, 
is the presence of the “Boko Haram” organization, which represents Islamic fundamentalist 
terrorism, which is concentrated in the northeast of the country, and represents a strategic 
security challenge(Offodile, 2016). Also, among those problematics are the ongoing unrest in 
the Niger Delta. Moreover, there are ongoing conflicts resulting from the cultural map of Ni-
geria, as it is a country that is roughly half Christian and half Muslim(Fagbule & Fawehinmi, 
2021;Campbell & Page, 2018a ;Offodile,2016).

Based on this, it can be said that one of the striking signs of African demographic growth 
is a major religious revolution, which will be felt by the Christian religion. With the decline 
of the proportion of Christians in Europe, but in contrast, in 2025, the number of Christians 
in sub-Saharan Africa will increase to reach approximately 640 million. In addition, sub-Sa-
haran Africa’s Christian population is expected to double, to 1.1 billion in 2050. The share 
of the world’s Christians living in sub-Saharan Africa will rise from 24% in 2010 to 38% in 
2050(Wormald,2015). 
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5.2. The Normative Value and Christian-rooted Europe 
It is almost certain that most of the Christians of the world will live in Africa (Four out of 

every 10 Christians in the world will live in sub-Saharan Africa) by 2050. In this context, Euro-
pe may be the only region in the world where the total population is projected to decline. Hence, 
on the level of religious demographic analysis, it is expected that the Christian population in 
Europe will shrink by about 100 million in the coming decades, as it is expected dropping from 
553 million to 454 million(Murray,2018). 

So, while Christians will remain the largest religious group in Europe, they are projected 
to drop from three-quarters of the population to less than two-thirds. As well, it is expected that 
by 2050 nearly a quarter of Europeans (23%) will have no any religious affiliation. In contrast, 
the number of Muslims at that time will reach about 10% of the European continent’s population 
compared to 5.9% in 2010 (Wormald,2015a). Accordingly, and based on the projections of the 
Kenyan thinker” John Mbiti”, it seems that the centers of Christian religious weight will not 
exist in Christian-rooted Europe (Rome, Athens, Paris, and London) but will move to Addis 
Ababa, Kinshasa and Buenos Aires (Mbiti ,2015;Wormald,2015b). 

This clearly shows the significance of the implications of religious and demographic 
growth in Africa, in terms of geographical, cultural and security dimensions, on Europe, espe-
cially at the level :

 » 1. The normative value of the European continent with Christian roots. It cannot be 
overlooked to consider the importance and role of the religious demographic dimension 
in consolidating social cohesion or creating a European identity, not to mention the nor-
mative value of Europe globally. Indeed, many of the questions that have accompanied 
(and are still) related to discussions about whether to refer in the current (or perhaps 
future) European constitution to the Christian roots of Europe may have implications 
that extend beyond the scope of religion itself, as they fall into The core issues inhe-
rent in the European cultural and political integration project, Whether on the internal 
level of the continent or at the level of the stature, value and role of European influence 
globally(Sládek,2019).

 » 2. The dialectical relationship between demographic growth, sustainable development 
and the problematic of terrorism. In this context, it is worth noting, the world’s poo-
rest countries are also the most populous (Congo, Uganda, Niger,Liberia,Mali, Chad). 
Which raises many difficulties related to how sustainable development can be achie-
ved (Lewis,2018; Wormald, 2015c(. Not to mention the rationale for the link between 
poverty, terrorism and religious fundamentalisms.For example, sub-Saharan Africa is 
expected to be the center of Islam,that is, the number of Muslims in Asia is equal to the 
number of Muslims in the Middle East(UNDP,2018b; Smythe,2015;Grim, et al.,2016). 
And inevitably this new reality carries with it many challenges at the security, cultural 
and political levels(Bricker & Ibbitson,2019b;Grim, B.,2018a).

The religious demographic reality still constitutes one of the most important pillars in 
understanding the political, security and cultural challenges that will face the European con-
tinent. Religious demography will reshape states and societies, and its role will emerge as a 
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source of political legitimacy and political balance, as it presents a sense of identity and belon-
ging. Not to mention that it is a tool of foreign policy and a frame of reference for the policies of 
many countries (Herrmann ,2022). In addition, the nature of global transformations (including 
security and military conflicts) has cultural roots, as religious dimensions are employed to 
achieve strategic interests and test balances of power(Wolff,2021a). 

Also, the extension of the religious demographic reality to the normative and value fra-
mework, which is linked to the system of values and the supreme interests of states. Therefore, 
the importance and role of the religious demographic dimension in consolidating the European 
cultural and political integration project cannot be overlooked, whether at the internal level of 
the continent or at the European global influence(Rabadi,2022b).

6.  Conclusion 

Within the context of emphasizing future global demographic changes, there will inevi-
tably be repercussions and impacts that will not only affect developing countries, but will also 
reach the European continent (Rabadi, 2022c). Since developing countries are now aging at a 
faster rate than European countries, the issues of demography, immigration, and aging will 
become one of the most important problematics that these countries will face in the near future 
(Herrmann ,2022). Here, many strategic question marks must be raised about the many Euro-
pean technocratic policies that have been adopted to address these challenges and problema-
tics (Novotný,2021).

In view of the importance of these problems and challenges for the European future, es-
pecially at the level of cultural security, specifically related to the repercussions of the religious 
demographic reality. Where, the importance of approaching the future dimensions of religious 
demography trends stems from the increasingly established belief that the 20th century was 
the century of secularism, and that the 21st century would be characterized by reverting to 
religion(Ward, 2019). 

As it is expected that one of the salient signs of the global religious demographic growth 
(with the clear decline in the proportion of Christians in Europe) is the transfer of Christian re-
ligious weight from the European continent to the continent of Africa and Latin America(Mbiti 
,2015). This will inevitably have negative connotations at the level of the normative value of the 
European continent with Christian roots(Cavallin,2022; Encinas& Álvaro d’Ors,2021;Sládek, 
2019).

Ultimately, the leaders of the EU and European countries must know the importance 
of rapidly developing strategies and policies to confront and address future demographic risks 
characterized by complex, existential consequences and irreversible. Especially in regard to the 
cultural, security and political challenges of what has become called the “Emerging Immigra-
tion State” in the European continent(Stępka,2022; Graef,2022; Connelly,2022).

Therefore, here we must raise many question marks about the extent to which Euro-
pean countries can adopt strategies that are able to face the economic, cultural and political 
challenges of all these transformations and the deep global demographic problematics in the 
future(Snel & Cremer,2020; Formosa ,2019).
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